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An tEarc

le Seosamh Mac Muiri

Aon earc sléibhe amhain a chonaic mé ar
mo thalamh féin go dti seo os cionn Dhroim
Dha Thiar.

Ar thalamh fhliuch i measc carraigeacha le
taobh greallaigh a bhi sé agus is umhal éasca
a d’éalaigh sé orm. Ni fhaca 6 shoin é nd ni
fhaca mé aon bhall eile da chinedl ach oiread.
D’fhdg ceann de na hainmhithe seo, ceann
fireann, a ruball ar mo bhois nuair a rugas air
blianta 6 shoin. Bhi an t-eireaball tréigthe
ag lubadh le neart i mo ldimh go ceann 4
- 5 néiméad gan sos, rud a chuir ionadh a
nd6thain ar an dream daoine a chonaic é.

Ni ghlacfadh sé ach coicis leis an atheire-
aball a fhds ar ndéigh. T4 lucht leighis ag
déanamh taighde ar an ngné seo le roinnt
blianta, féachaint an bhféadfadh an duine
ball beatha a chaillfi le taisme a athshldnd
arfs, ach nil aon ni dearfach le fégairt ag
éinne den lucht taighde go f6ill.

Cheap mé naoi gcinn de na hearca le sear-
réig suibhe nuair a bhi mé 6g agus thugas
abhaile liomiad. [ searr6ig ollmhér mhilsedin
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a choinnios iad. Bhi an tsearrég lionta nach
mor le huisce agam. Leag mé adhmad ar
sndmh ar an uisce sa déigh go bhféadfaidfs,
na hearca, teacht amach as an uisce 4 ngo-
radh féin leis an ngréin. Leagas clocha méra
ar ghrinneall na searrdige sa gcaoi go dtioc-
fadh leo gabhdil i bhfolach né gabhail a lui.

Cheannaigh mé fiailf aquarium déibh agus
chothaigh mé le bia éisc iad. Bhiodh orm
an t-uisce a ghlanadh go rialta, nuair a thi-
ocfainn abhaile as an scoil. Dhéanainn sin
uair sa tseachtain agus bhiodh trua mhoér
agam déibh dé dtéadh a dhath idir mé agus
an obair sin. Bhiodh le feicedil go mbidis in
isle bri le heaspa ocsaigin an tseanuisce. Ach
na hearca a bheith i soitheach eile a sabhdla,
theilginn an t-uisce Ur isteach sa tsearrdig
faoi bhra ard, rud a mheasc an-mhoéran aer
isteach leis.

Bhiodh meisce aeir orthu ar a scaoileadh
isteach sa tsearrég arfs ar ball agus théidis i
mbun cleas sndmha amhail is nach bhfacadar
an tsearr6ig riamh roimhe sin. T4 sudil agam
gur fearr an chuimhne atd acu nd mar atd ag
iasc an Oir.
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T4 muintir Ui Dhoénaill chun
tosaigh ar aon chlann eile i nDin
na nGall (The O’Donnells are the
leading clan of Co Donegal) agus
td siad ar na daoine is cluiti i stair
na hEireann (and one of the most
Jamous in Irish history), go mér mhor
sa cuigii agus séu céad déag. (espe-
cially in the 1500’s and 1600’s).

Siolrafonn siad ¢ Niall Naoi Ghi-
allach (They are a clan descended
from Niall Naoi ghiallach) agus
faigheann siad a shloinne 6 Thaoi-
seach sa 104 h-aois darb ainm Dom-
hnall (and they derive their name
from a tenth century chieftain called
Domhnall) — sean ainm cheilteach
a chiallaion ‘neart domhanda’ (an
ancient Celtic personal name mean-
ing ‘world mighty’).

Tén sean litrid O Domhnaill f6s in
usdid go dti an 14 atd inniu ann. (the
older Gaelic form, and one that is still
very much in use is O Domhnaill).
Bhi sean lathair oirnithe na clainne
ag Carraig an Duin gar go Cill Mhic
Réandin (The ancient inauguration
site of the clan was at Doon Rock
near Kilmacrennan). Ba daingean
da gcuid € Chaisledin Dun na nGall
go dti gur bhain na sasanaigh uathu
é. (Donegal Castle was one of their
strongholds, until wrestled from
them by the English).

Teitheadh na nlarlaigh

De bharr teitheadh na nlarlaigh
bhi ar a lucht ceannasaiochta agus
tacafochta teitheadh chuig mor
roinn na hEorapa, (The Flight of
the Earls forced their leaders and
supporters to flee to Europe) dit a
d’¢éirigh leo dul go mér i gcionn ar
rialtais{, tithi rioga agus airmeacha na hOstair,
an Fhrainc, an Spdin agus an Ruis. (where they
achieved considerable success in the govern-
ments, royal houses and armies of Austria,
France, Spain and Russia). Bhi beagnach
an oiread céanna tionchar acu is a bhi ag na
Ruarcaigh ar an moér roinn, (They rivalled the
O’Rourkes as the most influential Irish clan
on the Continent).

Bé an té is cdilidla len sloine nd Aodh Rua
O Domhnaill 1571-1602. (In history the most
noted of the name include Red Hugh O’ Donnell
1571-16021) chuir na Sasanaigh i ngéibhean i
gCaisledin Atha Claith. (who was imprisoned
by the English authorities in Dublin Castle).
Cuireadh faoi ghlas cul ceathair leis, Niall
Garbh O Domhnaill, i dTtr Londain (A cousin
of his, Neill Garve O’Donnell was imprisoned
in the Tower of London). Siad an bheirt eile ar
chomhair a lua nd Calbhach (a chiallionn maol)
O Domhnaill a bhdsaigh i 1566 agus Aodh ball
dearg O Domhnaill a bhésaigh i 1704 (Others
include Calvagh O’Donnell (d 1566) and Hugh
Balderg O’Donnell (d 1704)).

Maorghinearal Anrai
Cunta O Dombhnaill

San Ostair bhi pdirt i ngach chuid den rial-
tas agus san airm ag shliocht Ui Dhomhnaill.
Shiolraigh siad 6 Maorghineardl Anrai Cunta
O Domhnaill (The O’Donnell in Austria filled
all government posts and high ranking posi-
tions in their army. They descend from Major
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O Dompaill
General Henry Count O’Donnell). Sa Spain ba
iomai Gineardl airme len sloinne céanna agus
ba thaoiseach duine daoibh chomh mhaith.
(In Spain they supplied many military gener-
als as well as a Prime Minister). Is O Dom-
hnaill é Ditdc Tudtdn na Spdinne agus deirtear
gur 6 bhrainnse den chlann as din na nGall a
ndeachaigh chun conai i Liatrom é. (The Duke
of Tetuan of Spain is an O’Donnell - said to be
from a branch of the Donegal clan that settled
in Leitrim). D’éirigh len Marascal Macaire Con
O Domhnaill as an Cheathri Cairéad i Liatrom
post a thail mar Ghobharnéir sa Transalbhdin.
(Field Marshall Con O’Donnell from Larkfield,
Co Leitrim became Governor of Transylvania).
Ba é Liapdl O Domhnaill (1809-1867) Aire
Chogaidh sa Spdin agus Gobhnéir ar Chuba
(Leopold O’Donnell (1809-1867) was Minister
of War in Spain and Governor of Cuba).

Ui Dhombhnaill eile

Té dhd fhine Ui Dhombhnaill eile atd i bhfad
nios 14 agus nach bhfuil chomh tdbhachtach
0 thaobh na staire de (There are two other
O’Donnell clans, much smaller and much less
significant in history), fine amhdn i gCo. An
Chldir ar de bhunis Corca Baiscin iad agus
fine eile i nGaillimh ar de bhunis Ui Mdine iad
(one in Clare of Corcabaskin origin and one in
Galway of Hy Many origin). Cé go litrionn siad
tridr an sloinne mar an gcéanna, nil aon ghaol
idir eathard. (All three same using the Gaelic
form of their name. They are, however, unre-
lated).



